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1970  BLUE  BOOK  “TELLS  IT  LIKE  IT  IS” 


Twenty-seven  years  ago  R.  S.  Yeo¬ 
man  published  a  totally  new  and  differ¬ 
ent  kind  of  coin  catalog.  He  never 
dreamed  that  one  day  the  Handbook 
of  Unilt'd  Stales  Coins  would  become 
the  12th  best  selling  non-fiction  title! 
In  fact,  his  primary  aitn  was  to  give  the 
public  something  they  had  been  asking 
for,  a  book  that  was  not  available 
through  any  other  source,  a  compre¬ 
hensive  lifting  of  all  United  States  coins 
with  accurate  premium  values. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  the  Handbook, 
buying  and  selling  coins  had  been  very 
.  much  a  secretive,  almost  mysterious 
'  process.  Not  that  this  is  unique  in  the 
world  of  commerce.  It  is  in  fact  the 
Blue  Book  that  is  unique  in  that  this  is 
perhaps  the  only  book  that  discloses 
both  sides  of  a  merchant’s  trade — what 
he  actually  pays  for  his  merchandise  as 
compared  to  what  he  charges  (Red 
Book  prices). 

To  put  it  in  the  vernacular,  people 
with  coins  for  sale  had  been  asking  for 
someone  to  “tell  it  like  it  is.”  The  task 
was  a  formidable  one.  Would  dealers 
cooperate?  Was  the  public  really  ready 
for  such  a  book?  Would  it  serve  a 
useful  purpose? 

The  challenge  was  met  with  coopera¬ 
tion  from  many  of  the  leading  numis¬ 
matists  of  the  day.  Lee  Hewitt,  Charles 
Green,  and  a  host  of  others  had  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  value  of  such  a  book. 
Its  success  is  now  a  matter  of  history. 
It  put  the  secrets  of  the  coin  trade 
squarely  in  front  of  the  public,  honestly 
reporting  averages  of  coin  prices  paid 
by  dealers  throughout  the  country.  Over 
the  years,  the  Blue  Book  has  had  the 
effect  of  narrowing  the  profit  margin 
between  buying  and  selling  prices  and 
has  been  a  valuable  guide  in  showing 
collectors  proportionately  fair  prices  for 
\  trading  among  themselves. 

Pricing  alone  is  not  what  makes  the 
Blue  Book  so  popular.  It  contains  a 
wealth  of  information  that  beginner 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


It's  preu  lime  ogoin,  oi  R.  S.  Yeomon  put!  hit  O.K.  on  the  27th  edition  of  the  Handbook. 


POPULAR  PAPER  BACK 
UPDATED  FOR  1970 

A  revised  edition  of  Let’s  Collect 
Coins  has  recently  been  released.  This 
booklet  has  been  a  popular  item  since 
its  inception,  and  with  good  reason. 
It  is  designed  to  stimulate  new  collec¬ 
tors  and  to  revitalize  interest  in  the 
hobby. 

In  this  information-packed  booklet, 
the  new  collector  is  initiated  into  every 
phase  of  coin  collecting  and  the  joys 
and  challenges  deriving  therefrom.  The 
cover  is  brilliant  with  color  and  is  a 
sure  attention-getter.  It's  a  handy  little 
book  that  can  be  carried  everywhere — 
once  started,  it  will  be  read  and  reread. 


COINS!  e 


Some  of  the  information  that  will 
appeal  to  the  neophyte  collector  is  ad¬ 
vice  on  how  to  start  a  collection,  the 
history  of  coining  money,  buying  and 
selling  coins,  coin  preservation  and 
cleaning,  and  a  dictionary  of  numis¬ 
matic  tenns.  Whitman  coin  supply 
products  arc  recommended  throughout. 
The  book  is  fully  illustrated  and  con¬ 
tains  a  concise  catalog  of  premium 
values.  These  arc  not  the  kind  of  val¬ 
ues  that  will  be  outdated  quickly  but 
basic  information  that  will  prove  useful 
for  a  long  time.  All  of  the  information 
necessary  for  the  beginning  collector  is 
here. 

Stock  number  of  this  64-page  booklet 
is  9380,  packed  in  dozens.  Suggested 
retail  price  is  50<.  We  think  you  will 
agree  that  this  book  packs  a  mighty 
powerful  punch  for  such  a  picayune 
price.  Don’t  pass  up  the  profits  on  this 
sure  best-seller.  ■ 


P.  R.  PROMOTIONS 
SPUR  COIN  HOBBY 

Sherman  Wolf  and  associates,  who 
handle  public  relations  projects  for 
Whitman,  lias  been  very  busy  this  sum¬ 
mer  with  promotions  that  have  resulted 
in  additional  national  exposure  for 
many  Whitman  products,  as  well  as 
publicizing  the  coin  hobby. 

In  June,  at  the  Convention  of  In- 
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S.  Yeoman 


Author  R.  S.  Yeoman  sigm  his  famous  oufogroph  for  a  pteosed  purchaser  of  the  1970  Guide  Book 
of  U.S.  Coins. 


made  an  apjiea ranee  at  Dayton’s  Coin 
Department,  where  an  autograph  party 
was  held  Saturday  afternoon  from  1 :00 
to  3:00  p.m.  Hundreds  of  people 
showed  up  to  get  the  famous  author’s 
signature  on  a  copy  of  the  newly  re¬ 
leased  Red  Book. 

During  August,  Mr.  Yeoman  made 
several  public  appearances  in  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  area  while  attending  the  ANA 
convention.  He  talked  about  coin  col¬ 
lecting  and  the  national  convention  on 
stations  KYW-TV  and  WIBF-TV 
(twenty  minutes  on  the  Doric  Lenz 
show).  Later  in  the  week  an  auto¬ 
graphing  party  was  held  at  Gimbcls 
Department  Store  with  the  same  fine 
results  as  in  Minneapolis.  ■ 

WHITMAN  BROCHURE 
ENCOURAGES  COLLECTING 

The  Whitman  Coin  Department  has 
just  printed  a  sparkling  new  edition  of 
Welcome  to  Coin  Collecting.  A  give¬ 
away  item,  this  sixteen  page  pamphlet 
presents  a  brief  insight  into  the  fas¬ 
cinating  hobby  of  coin  collecting.  It  is 
designed  to  stimulate  an  interest  in  coin 
collecting  and  subtly  recommends  the 
various  Whitman  accessories  that  a  col¬ 
lector  will  find  useful. 

The  colorful  booklet  will  be  retained 
by  the  reader  because  of  the  usefulness 
of  its  chapters,  which  cover  starting  a 
coin  collection,  preserving  and  cleaning 
coins,  coin  conditions,  and  mint  marks 
and  descriptive  terms.  In  fact,  it  is 
amazing  just  how  much  information  is 


temational  Numismatics  in  Los  An¬ 
geles,  the  release  of  T.  V.  Buttrey’s 
new  Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Coins  was 
officially  announced.  At  a  special  forum 
of  the  Azteca  Numismatic  Society  a 
message  of  dedication  and  a  copy  of 
the  book  were  presented  to  Dr.  Pradeau 
on  behalf  of  the  author  by  Whitman 


Whitman  editor  Holland  Wallace  present!  Dr. 
Alberto  Pradeau  with  a  copy  of  the  Mexican  coin 
book  dedicated  to  him  by  the  author. 

editor  Holland  Wallace.  Dr.  Pradeau 
was  selected  for  this  honor  because  of 
his  long-time  standing  as  dean  of  Mexi¬ 
can  numismatics. 

During  July,  R.  S.  Yeoman  was  in¬ 
terviewed  on  WTCN  television  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  where  he  showed  slides  and 
talked  about  coins  for  ten  minutes  dur¬ 
ing  the  “A-M  Reports”  program.  Later 
in  the  day  he  participated  in  a  twenty 
minute  radio  interview  on  Station 
KSTP  during  the  Harry  Wolf  show. 

W'hilc  in  Minneapolis,  Mr.  Yeoman 
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packed  into  this  4"  x  6"  publication. 
This  giveaway  will  be  circulated  at 

rcoin  shows  and  offered  through  a  num¬ 
ber  of  coin  columns.  A  limited  niunber 
will  be  made  available  for  promotional 
use  in  your  store  if  you  will  write  to  the 
Merchandiser  editor,  giving  details  of 
your  proposed  program.  ■ 


INTEREST 
BEARING  NOTES 


There  has  been  some  confusion  about 
the  suggested  retail  price  of  the  newly 
released  No.  9058,  Catalogue  of  Ca¬ 
nadian  Coins,  Tokens  and  Paper 
Money,  caused,  understandably,  by  a 
typographical  error  in  the  previous  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Merchandiser  and  a  misprint 
in  the  price  on  the  wrapper  in  which 
the  books  are  delivered.  The  correct 
suggested  retail  of  the  books  is  $1.50 
each. 

Our  cheeks  arc  red,  our  (collec¬ 
tive)  head  is  bowed,  and  we  apologize 
sincerely — but  these  things  do  happen. 
.REMEMBER:  Correct  suggested  retail 
fprire  of  the  Canadian  Catalogue  is 
$1.50  each. 


has  “tailor-made”  this  new  volume  to 
meet  the  rising  interest  in  U.S.  paper 
money.  For  example,  the  very  first  page 
of  text  tells  all  about  the  Barr  notes,  a 
subject  which  has  been  on  everyone’s 
mind  during  the  past  few  months. 
(They  arc  fully  cataloged  in  their 
proper  location.) 

By  far  the  most  important  new  fea¬ 
ture  is  the  31 -page  section  cataloging 
U.S.  Military  Payment  Certificates. 
A  great  deal  of  research  was  accom¬ 
plished  in  order  to  provide  such  com- 


The  latest  MPC,  Series  681,  for  use  in  Vietnom. 
Face  of  50  cent  note  depicts  on  otomic  sub¬ 
marine,  the  bock  an  astronaut  in  spoce. 


To  top  it  all  off,  the  price  remains 
the  same !  That’s  right — $2  suggested 
retail  for  the  160  page  hard-bound  edi¬ 
tion.  Stock  number  is  9373.  Looks  like  a 
profitable  item  for  all  concerned.  ■ 


NEW  BOOKSHELF 
TITLES  ADDED 


The  new  Bookshelf  Albums  that  con¬ 
tain  spaces  for  the  proof-only  1968-S 
and  1969-S  coins  as  well  as  the  regu¬ 
larly  issued  coins  will  be  released  this 
month. 

In  a  recent  survey  of  coin  collectors, 
almost  50%  of  the  respondents  stated 
their  preference  for  albums  that  would 
house  these  proof-only  coins.  In  order 
to  accommodate  both  segments  of  col¬ 
lectors,  Whitman  decided  to  manufac¬ 
ture  both  types  of  album  and  is  now 
marketing  two  styles  of  Bookshelf  Al¬ 
bum  for  the  current  dime,  quarter,  and 
half.  The  “regular"  albums  arc  exactly 
the  same  as  what  has  always  been  in  the 
line.  They  provide  spaces  for  one  coin 
of  each  date  and  mint  issued  for  regu¬ 
lar  circulation. 

The  new  Bookshelf  Albums,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  providing  spaces  for  all  of  the 
regularly  issued  series,  contain  spaces 
for  the  1968-S  and  1969-S  coins  that 


For  some  time  we  have  been  out  of 
stock  on  the  Whitman  Coin  Supply 
Catalog.  Now,  however,  we  have  good 
news — in  another  few  weeks  the  new 
1970  Whitman  Coin  Supply  Catalog 
will  be  off  the  press. 

The  new  catalog  is  clear,  compact, 
and  comprehensive,  consisting  of  20 
pages  and  a  colorful  cover.  In  a  handy 
5/j"  x  8%"  size,  it  presents  in  an  easy- 
to-find  manner  all  of  the  Whitman 
Coin  Supply  line.  Use  it  to  keep  your 
inventory  current  and  your  customers 
happy.  A  letter  of  announcement  will 
go  out  prior  to  its  release  and  jobbers 
may  order  a  reasonable  quantity  for 
their  own  and  their  dealers’  needs.  Ad¬ 
dress  your  request  to  the  Coin  Editor  of 
the  Merchandiser.  ■ 

PAPER  MONEY  BOOK 
TO  BE  REVISED 

Completely  new  sections,  additional 
information,  and  many  changes  in  con¬ 
tent  and  pricing  arc  the  hallmarks  of 
Neil  Shafer’s  Guide  Book  of  Modern 
U.S.  Currency,  to  be  released  this 
month  in  its  4th  edition.  Already  ac¬ 
cepted  as  the  standard  reference,  Shafer 


prehensive  coverage.  MPC’s,  as  they  arc 
popularly  termed,  constitute  a  special 
kind  of  dollar  currency  issued  only  to 
servicemen  overseas.  They  have  been 
used  since  1946,  and  are  very  attractive 
and  colorful.  Our  4th  edition  catalog 
illustrates  every  different  issue  and  de¬ 
sign  face  and  back  for  all  scries,  along 
with  historical  data  and  values. 

Another  new  part  of  the  book  deals 
with  Philippine  currency  under  U.S. 
sovereignty.  While  not  in  catalog  form, 
this  section  neatly  summarizes  the  vari¬ 
ous  kinds  of  U.S.-sponsored  issues,  and 
illustrations  of  typical  notes  are  also 
included. 

The  basic  part  of  the  book  that  cata¬ 
logs  all  U.S.  currency  issues  since  1929 
is  not  only  intact  but  is  expanded  to 
include  important  new  infomiation  and 
recent  issues  through  1969.  The  one 
part  that  is  now  reduced  in  size  to  make 
room  for  all  the  new  data  is  that  which 
contained  delivery  records  of  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Engraving.  It  was  found  that 
collectors  hardly,  if  ever,  referred  to 
those  records,  and  with  better  material 
available  it  was  only  natural  to  cut 
down  considerably  on  the  statistical 
pages.  The  result  is,  we  believe,  a  book 
unparalleled  in  its  presentation  and 
scope. 


ROOSEVELT 

DIMES 

1946- 

INCLUDING 

PROOF-ONLY  ISSUES 

Imprint  (or  cover  of  one  of  the  new  Bookihclf 
Proof-only  album*. 

have  been  minted  as  proofs  only  and 
never  released  to  circulation.  In  the  fu¬ 
ture,  if  additional  proof-only  coins  arc 
issued,  they  will  also  be  added  to  these 
special  albums. 

Proof  coins  have  always  been  popular 
with  the  coin  collecting  public  and  the 
1968-S  and  1969-S  proof  coins  are  no 
exception.  Stock  numbers  and  suggested 
retail  prices  for  the  new  albums  arc  as 
follows: 

No.  9587  Dimes  $3.25  ca. 

No.  9588  Quarters  $2.50  ca. 

No.  9589  Halves  $2.50  ca. 

There  arc  a  lot  of  collectors  out  there 
waiting  for  these  albums — BE  READY 
FOR  THEM.  ■ 


1970  BLUE  BOOK 
“TELLS  IT  LIKE  IT  IS” 

( Continued  from  page  / ) 

and  advanced  collector  alike  needs  to 
have  at  his  finger  tips.  Mintage  records, 
mint  mark  locations,  distinguishing  fea¬ 
tures,  condition  grading  guides,  and  il¬ 
lustrations  of  every  type  of  coin  make 
this  book  a  basic  necessity.  Historical 
notes  and  tips  on  collecting  round  out 
this  information-packed  book,  which  is 
perhaps  the  biggest  numismatic  bargain 
on  the  market  today. 

The  Handbook’s  affectionate  nick¬ 
name,  the  “Blue  Book,”  was  started 
many  years  ago  when  the  deep  blue 
cover  became  a  familiar  sight  at  all  coin 
collecting  gatherings.  The  sturdy  hard 
cover  has  not  been  changed  since  that 
time  and  the  subject  matter  is  still  cov¬ 
ered  nicely  in  128  pages,  despite  the 
fact  that  thousands  of  revisions  and 
bits  of  updating  information  have  been 
added  over  the  years.  The  suggested 
retail  price  of  the  book  has  increased 
only  5(V  since  the  first  edition  in  1941, 
evidence  of  Western  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany’s  mass  production  economics  and 
its  policy  of  offering  consumers  the  best 
possible  product  at  the  lowest  price. 

The  1970  edition  of  Mr.  Yeoman's 
Handbook  has  just  gone  on  sale.  It  con¬ 
tains  coin  values  averaged  from  contri¬ 
butions  from  over  thirty  leading  dealers 
throughout  the  nation.  Many  of  the 
prices  arc  up  again  this  year,  indicating 
a  growing  market.  Once  again,  collec¬ 
tors  can  turn  to  the  “Blue  Book”  for 
reliable  information  based  on  experi¬ 
ence  and  integrity.  They  know  that 
Western  “tells  it  like  it  is!”  ■ 


NON-SUP  BOX 
AIDS  COLLECTOR 

You  know  about  reeded  edge  coins — 
well,  now,  Whitman  has  a  reeded  bot¬ 
tom  coin  box!  It  is  designed  to  prevent 
envclo|)c  slippage  as  effectively  as  edge 
reeding  stopped  coin  clipping. 

Coins  in  envelopes  or  similar  holders 
when  placed  in  this  new  storage  box 
will  not  topple  over,  even  though  the 
box  is  only  partially  filled.  This  added 
convenience  eliminates  the  nuisance  of 
messy  coin  storage. 

The  new  feature  added  to  the  latest 
production  run  is  so  simple  that  every¬ 
one  will  say,  “Why  didn't  I  think  of 
that?”  It  was  Roy  Miller,  a  Racine 
coin  dealer,  who  came  up  with  the  sug¬ 


gestion  and  presented  it  to  Whitman 
for  the  good  of  the  hobby.  Our  hats  are 
off  to  Mr.  Miller  for  his  brilliant  idea. 

The  coin  box,  No.  9732,  is  made  of 
rigid  plastic  and  has  a  suggested  retail 
price  of  only  95<.  It  has  many  uses  be¬ 
sides  being  ideal  for  coin  storage.  It  is 
the  correct  size  for  color  transparencies, 
and  with  its  handy  partitions  can  be 
used  to  store  nails,  buttons,  and  other 
small  objects.  By  removing  one  of  the 
partitions,  Whitman  plastic  proof  set 
holders  will  stack  nicely  into  these  boxes. 
The  plastic  2"  x  2"  individual  coin 
holders  are  also  designed  to  fit. 

This  is  an  example  of  the  unique 
little’  extras  in  Whitman  products  by 
which  coin  collectors  know  we  are 
thinking  of  their  needs,  extras  that  add 
up  to  sure-fire  sales.  ■ 
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Available  without  charge  to  all  of  our  dealer  friends 
to  better  acquaint  you  with  the  Whitman  coin  and 
stamp  supply  lines  and  to  assist  you  in  merchandising 
our  products. 

Whitman  coin  and  stamp  supplies  arc  available 
through  special  jobbers  conveniently  located  in  every 
trade  area.  Names  of  jobbers  in  your  locality  will  be 
sent  upon  request. 


